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Abstract

“Ravana Kavyam” is a modern Tamil epic written by Pulavar Kuzhandhai. He
reinterprets the Ramayana by centring Ravana as a tragic hero symbolising Tamil cultural
ideals of Aram (righteousness). Unlike the traditional narratives that vilify Ravana, “Ravana
Kavyam” presents Ravana as a just ruler, warrior and protector of Tamil culture. This epic
also aligns his actions with ancient Tamil morals such as justice (Neethi), ethical warfare
(Porum Aram), hospitality (Virunthombal) and loyalty (Karpu) to challenge Aryans.
Ravana’s kingship represents Aram through unbiased governance and defends his people
against external domination. His war ethics are more ethical in contrast to Rama’s tactics.
Ravana fights openly, but Rama’s killing of Vali from hiding violates Tamil martial honour.
The epic also criticises Rama’s exile of Sita as hypocritical in contrast to Ravana’s Tamil
hospitality norms over Sita. Furthermore, Ravana’s scholarly competence and devotion to
Lord Shiva highlight his intellectual and spiritual nobility. Ravana’s boldness against Aryan
hegemony is seen in “Ravana Kavyam” and reclaims Ravana as a symbol of Tamil identity.
His defeat becomes tragic at the cost of keeping Aram against oppressive forces. The work
redefines Aram through a Tamil way of virtue by celebrating Ravana’s legacy as a Tamil
cultural icon with Tamil pride and sacrificial leadership. Hence, the study investigates the
role of Aram “Ravana Kavyam.”
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526116)uTRTIILD YMLD HewL_LILIIg HHLILIL (BTN LIVMT GLpBeNSUNSIT (Z)TTerenrssmaiLh
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flerBIgBDSl. B)SHTiinsGHl) HillprlsT Cumri 6lam, allimpCsribrs), smL6lpr GLrern
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ClouaflLiiBss), ST LIHTLITL 19607 2_wifeweuujld HYmo)EHIHEeRarLiLD) 6louer i) 5)s5IB/D%5.
YU HUNCVG IS ()T TUWTHTMGHIV YMLD FTTHS CIFIUIFHIBDN QYT TIUIUSTE (Z)55L (BlswT
YD LOBIIT DS/

GDILIYECFTDHET. S Id, &l (5BCHTIDLIV, C\GTEwT(H), Z)ITevswr Hrailiuih, LisVeuT &LHens.

LpSSTERIED T
wesfly FPSTWSHV YSTHTL. euTpalled HewL (PewMESE THM 6UMSHUIlD BV HId
Fnlqgl OFW 6TewgHF OFUISTYID 9FH YDFOFWTGD. LSTHLSSHLPT  auTLpailsd
W& TsTewHew WLt Lerumm] eurphseri. 9mib, GlLimrmsr, @)erud, ef(H eTedTm) sumipeiluisv
QEsTeTemEHMOT  UGHHEGL CUTWHID HDSSNCH  (psHeiTewn  ClaETHSHETT.  Ljsveum
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&L, @)VemId, GIMUMID, HVANHET, HDHITW, YMEBBHL 66N, & LILIWIEH)6VTL T E6EH06\FTeV)
SHWCHMS” (BYWsd SOISTTH, L. 59) eTaTm) &105d5 SUPSTTH alleTdEsd &HEITDSI.
DD 6T6dTM C\FT6L ' HMI' 6T6HTEMILD HyIqLILIH L CFTVMEVE ClBTEWTL_G1. M| 6TET M6V
IMUSSHIFCFT. eufledw 2 T THE@, 2 (heurdsa sreTm UVCaum ClUTHsTHMaTS
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Qzeaflayswr, L. 272)
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u. 25) etedTm) &.06.8) (hBTeYsHTH GOILLNBSIDTIT.
obeurseflsr auflwimed e YewFEHMaTUD, BleDaTMOIU|D YL &HGHH0V LOBF
AnbHS HDWTGLD. @)HS DSIOTTE BHLOeWL BTG LITHISTSHHE Cl&T6iTer (LpLgujib. Fwi
QFwevEHemer CFUILITLOILD, LITTESTLOEID, CUFTLID B)(HHSTE, g% BLbewio HTELD
QFwidleiTn FMbS Y mLTEL (. Canwegr)
et H.Camwevgsr @GOIUUGSIDTT. Grreusmarailsgsed @)L b6lummisTer M FTihs
CFiFEemer (3)evf] &TessTGLITLD.
el HESribLIs»
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etedTm LITL 606 LM 2 ullflL_g g 96T eweusbgl LuF @by uASHaTeE 2 awrall (hd STesib
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g LiienL_uflsd 2 wirey sripey sHUINILIG FhiIsSTVS ST HPWTSFHL” (L. 1p. jedrLjFleu)
eTeiTm) SLlpiEefledsr 2 wihs Blewevewws Li.1p.sTyFeur dmmislipri UmiGLTS@D eTeveOT
2 uilis@D eTdTH Fl(HOUSTEHUT FnDMI LG Y WSTeUHLID FIOD 6T6dTm) LildTou(HD LITL 6VIq
2 ewTisgIS gl @) rreuswr srafllwib wéss’ uL e (ur. 16) urLsvquilsd o boewTi, euenilsi,
GeouerTari TN HEWTUHLD HTFTTSH BT DL YoTH HGHD 2 WL WeUTHET 6T6dTm)
I LUl (Herarg). CLmaerL_Fl6iT auldl HewevTau(HLD FLOLD 6TTD MBS (HdHgI LjsVLILIHE MG
@Dpllvrs QsTifle) Wevp

FPSTWSHB6V LDSHH6T 6V Y MHWSH 2w hg! GHMDMLIVVTH 6B TLl6L (LpewmHemerr
GLomCle TesdTL 6OTIT.

upslevrs Lullirs6lsmiflsv L) svrg Luflh pGeu

LmBlevrg LVGSTLSI6L LI sorgy LiuflpWlewtii () rmeussr. s LiL_svib, um. 10)
eTedTn UTLeVIguilsy GmHpdlevevrs Lullis6sTifledlenard @GmHmilsvevrg OlFIg aubsHDHTeV,
Goaumit v QBTlVEHET GHDWLIVVTH GFUILH UbBSHOTT 6THTH FnDUILIL (DETOTGI. LD ST
WS OB TIflVHEMaT LD &HDMLIVVTGI CIFIIGI BB 6THTLINS HMWIHIEMTLD.
Sibemwolt GurevGeu Limemrujib &TdH60

6uCleuT(H eflHeID Hibmed @uwieTD euenT LIDT HISTLSHNS HoHE] I UTHMET &M
Gouet(hid. sp(houstt et @)fley eurGeusnr@wmesrmed LimflL b ewsCuihs Geueisr(hLid.
@)bPplevssleL Blewevs g BIMs CeuadT(HIOTRTTEY LB 2 Tl _TEGLDUIGWTT GlFwensvsF GlFuiw
Cousnr(Hd. HTedT @MbHs LG SHeTemIL 6T Flewewr 6uy Gousndr(HLOTETTE YMdbewsd OlaFiw
Geuer(hid. Limewr Qeupmls Glsmsirar Geuswr(horerTsy CsTLdHens alll. CousnT(RD 6TeiTm)
allerioli] praermi LlsiTeumid LimL_edlsv,

... CFLeug Gouentrig 63T, DD ClFIIZ5! Glausdeug)

Geuernrig 6i1, Gleu@erfl aflL_ev! (BreTioenflassigend, Lir. 15)
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STt @b LM @ H6ITEWIL 63T HIewewT u(Haugl MmLb. sTearGeu, Hibewiols GumevGeu Lilmenru|id
&TH%H b CFunu CeussstHb 6Tt suedlumisSHIEIDTT. SHLOTHeT SHbewiols GLreGeu
UIpenrujid T @& LIRTLIeHL_WeT e, 3)semneur

Geop aurpsg peop amppsTi

Ser Gurevls Upeurpey sewesrts Gugmih LhSLOL T (@) rTeuesnT. pdsLl LL_eVLD, L. 2)
6TedTn LML 6Vl GOILUGHFSTDST. WwHHeT Gewmedusnar uTpsSSld sHswiols GurevGeu Limi
QUTLPEDEUU|LD BTG eubgl (PewMGWT(H euTLphHI 6UHSETT 6T TLIENS 9 MFdTEMTLD.
9meufluilsv 6uesflasid

FB1g5 BevsSlw @Gmlliyseafler g litenLulled E.up 6 b BrHMTET(H LHCe0 2 svdledr
U Br(h&EEhHGHL SLOPTHer GlFeTn euenflsid GFiigh eubSOTT 6TedTLIGI BT HMWHS spedTm).
“spm BTL_Lg 65T suaTiFFlemws Fiwmrerd ClFiisug bHIL I1g6iT Hevvra6lererts GurhmriLi@iD
Qzriflserrer alleuFrwib, wHOmraTN oflewaralss QUTHewars FhensILHSSHIMG. ST
euewtlad.” (5. sesflEwrfl) steormy GOl BHSIpTi.

Ulpi Qurmewerwyd et GQumTmsr GLIT6L eTewTewtld GBET(HHHN uTBISD ClFiieuGs
Anbs eurenflLLD TeTm) Sl(HHEGM6T dnMIBI DG, euewTlBTHeT euTHIFHCSTTEHLD GLIT(HsTseaflsy
I (HBVTH @euTgd ailhmids CaTHHEGD ClUTHeTHeafled GHewmey (B)sVeVTLOYID, 2arFluid
Gewmey UL CrIbSTID @)FPdHHEs GFwevsHsr Yflwrg), @WeTD S6Te 2 _adTenLoen wids
sewL_LiLg 51, Chiewulled(hhg FAPSID HBRISTSH QUTLDHSETIT.

Q& reTeug) Wenas6\ETarTg CaTHLILgGIE GmDEsTL TGS

2_sireugy QFWeVSH s 2argwibi e muy Cogy) b

eTsireugy Ywr@geTm) Llweveug) Lifbal ChirewLo

aflsiraugley suewflsi aurpey WGHh B allvbiens HTCL (@) rrausnr. @)kiensLl LIL VLD,

um. 16)
6TedTH UITL eVIgulled euewilaigssit Ghiewwwmer pewmulled esuswiladgdlemer Gombla et
IMSGIL_6T UTLPHFI OUBSHETT 6TETLIEND 2_6TT (LpLg-&l M.

FED

Fend 6T6ITLIG| (B)VVTHUTHEHDHEG @(h CUTHewend CBETHLILIG HTedT. GlF6VaubHE T S6iT
B LT Hemear %G HeuMN6T HMLOTEGLD.

rQwer G)rése G)fhseTml

QW sTTM 6D Y|BeTIPEILD B b 56T DI

Q& reTQeresTds GBI (HHSH6V 2 Wi HSHITMI

Q& reTCemsdit sTHTMEV HFHevflenitb 2 wiihGeTm (YmBTETMI., LT, - 204)
6T LDBTEOTOMI IlgH6T cpsVid mewssuiledr uLswTLlemesr BlwplyHleimgl. HemL 6wy
QUGTOTEVHEHEIT  6R(HEUTTET YUl WG T6HT YMbews allewevsd aln@ld aunilaaTTsd
SHOTEWETSH H(HBTLOD, LIMid @ 2 566Ukl STNIHL W SLeHLD FTTEMTTHET eUTLPHEHI HTL LUl
CBY]  eTT 2 _eWTihGI, SHOTEWST [BTly UHSHMUTHEHHOIHVVTID  ClUTeTE D  GlLIT(HEHLD
Q& T ()G S T6T.
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6TOTH LMBTTOMI (IqH6T CLPsVLD Ul [ENTIYT6dT Femd HMSSHemer 2 _enmuyi erevwfld@ai]
WL Gurfwri ugle QauigiererTi. “Umnisfwrs OGFsveud uswmLldevrseusit GLDHM
QFveuSID @G, FLTETS 6TeTLIENS, LGTLIsVeITS Wwahsefl_ggid CFibglerer 6L eh6lFsIeuGLD
Qas@B eresfleir’ (FlpmeGmer SHL_(Hewrser, . 54) steirenid Fmpm  GeusfliLBHSHS DS,
SOIPBTL L Ui Smiser @)ewLwmiser @ewLwmiul (h Hobern ClFsvspwrm) wpwmdullesrenio
6TeTEyILD GHWMUTL 1gewaT HMCeu Féd], Wpuwmd 6Fiig Gupm GuTmeTsewers LIDiTdhE 2 sail
OF1g) AMLILL 68T euTLpHEI6UHEH6TIT.

WL LrHmIt uLGeuain WpweTenLd 6 ey kI D ew

alll_GLr 195 srerTeirenLo GauarTewren Lol LiL euripbsri (@)rmeuswr sraflwiib.,

PUssL LuLe., ur. 12)
eTedTn UTLeViguiley uflpT LImids@ 2 Sab UL Weurms () HhS(HSSIDTT 6TeTLMS
YWIFCmmid. Curidser Blapeweuls LTHILLD CUTHBT CFHBTLEDT WEVTHS LO(HD BleVdbgIdk @MW
LigiTemnflener @)ewFHs1 2 Lpauisd euwls) Blevsensll LTy eufl il mbg lunm Ambs Lflal
CuITheTHemaTd FL0g| 2arfl_GG%H 2 6rer HIb FMMGSTTdHGHD UNFTEHS ShHgI L peur.

eir&serid umrig 1 Qupmp ufFener uilewenrul] VTSI LD

parirgEanid LIT(h surigd wewL_Liuif Frds@ eurGy (@)rmeuswr. 0P LIL_eVID, L. 52)
6T63TN) LITL 6V B)Lg&H61T CLPeVLD Fremds ulledt LiswsTLilement oy mlwiwpig Smg.
BO Bl B6Ten L

Gouernriq wieuiaer GeueidrL_THeui 6TedTen|d HeTGewITL L 1D )6V6VTLO6) B(HBlEWEVWITSH
BleTmI b&) aupmIGLd LenTL) CUTHMSHSHHHS! D GLD. @)TTEUSNTET 6T (FLqL0dhH6T Hedr GLosv LiLf]
FnMIUSHMDTH HOT(H) HEhFLD &H6WILD ClHTEMTL 6UT. HTTaHLpeT BHBwOWTSS BT (D
& rewTy (hdb@&GHD Lgwrer Gwiwrer BheyblewsVGWIT(h 6THMETULD §(h 6EhFenerrulledrm]
UG 2_TEHLD HTEWILD [6(H)B6WEVSHBHETEMLD 263 LI 6HT.

G1guLf) wEhaHClFE CHmevedt G\oiiih 6B

QBT (HGIMV bTG6UGTF @ EH GlFbewLow 6dT (@) rmeussr. @)rmeuewrts Li_evid, um. 30)
6T  LITL 6VIg&h6T  LoedTedredt  B(HBlewsVBeTewoGuIm(®  eUTIPHSTET  6TTMILD  LDGITEST 63T
B(HB6w6VSSH6Ten 6T L_65T &) (hdF5 CeussdT(RILD 6TTMILD 6T(HHHIW T HEHITTMS.
I rFuie) g mib

BT v QL F ClFiiuauiser Hn6BY HaunTHUTHOTTS @)(hdhd CeuswuT(hib. . LDdHE56T
6TeVGBVT(HLD Fnlg BL-GGID YTFwed Hmid Apliurs Ceusir®d. “yrflwsv LlewwsCsrisa,
DD FnHDTGLD” eTedim FAevliuGsTrd CurBldgl BDHSIMGI. eThIGLD 6THYID HDHMSHLI
UTGISTULSET HeuFidbensdd dnmieusnNaETs B)aThGHT lgdh6T YMID FnHMTEGLD 6TTMTI.
9 rFwedlev GBiemiou|ld , HMeyewTiayld HrFeT GlLM M (HdHs CeusnT(HILD 6THTLINS,

I rFwsvilenpuirgHnepBlaT g

QuiGuriesrsrerg g aufliiflenypwrglwgienréssTesd, ur. 191-192)
6T6BT M) LDGI6D T &b M EHF LD 1) F5]65T M 6OT.

IO FeTLI LIHUZI LOTF QUTLP6UZILD

2 _erolFuller wiseEns GHall C\FiieuGs (@) rreauewt. @)rmreuswris LiL_eib, Lr. 16)
6T LITL eVIG&H6T Id eTedTm OCFTLVLILIBOUGID TF eurlpey eTedTm GlFTeLsVLILI(h6uGILD
&% EhS @ 2 el ClFiiausnHCEeH @D sTeTm| TFlwie) 2 TenLHe6T (LpsiTOILOTLHIE M.

Ijsuauauigd Lmliyfleni weuGriig weiaemds
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S WIFTEerT wWelyydd SeuyyFTiul

IjeUaUeTSHLID WPSMNFHL ML WeleueuiGlFi GHeurpHemi

eTeileuemey Lilewm ewmull ssflwCesTrlom mrg gLl (@) rreuesT. s updhasLl LIL_evwd, L. 13)
6TeTH UTL Vg Iigdhefle  eurauisens@Gilw  Upliyflenwssner eursuiser Gumm,
SUTUTHEHSE JeurauiasGar L EpHD  HewsvauisearTil, eureuisefler ol Fliu@s
Sjeurauiseflest L ALILIGHBOTTII, HeUTUTHET BHHIGETIH (LPHSTEMLOWITSH W FHL_eDLOSHEH 6T
Seureuiser ClFiig), eTeusuarGougyid oL & wewmullesllermib @wsvLimesr HMOEBM] eupeurs
SLOPT&H6T UTIPHGIUBSETT 6TadTmI &ML’ (hsiTereur.
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